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News From Martin & Amy 

 
Currently I am back in NZ for a short break 
and to catch up with family and friends.  I 
am missing the warm tropical weather. 
This opportunity allows me to reflect on 
the journey S/Arms orphanage has had so 
far and where we are trying to take it in the 
future.  In 1995 a visit to Manila opened 
my eyes to the plight many children have 
to face on a daily basis in trying to get their 
basic needs met.  It showed me not 
everyone lives the way we do in beautiful 
NZ.  As I flew out of the country I 
wondered how I could help a few of these 
needy children. Two months later I 
returned and starting a number of feeding 
programmes and with the help of new 
found staff we began daily to cook food 
and take it out into the streets and feed 
and build relationships with the children 
and their parents. After the feeding, the 
children would gather and we would teach 
them basic life skills and that there is 
someone far greater than us who cares 
about them.  After a period of time 
we secured a large house on the island of 
Bohol and used this as our base.  One 
morning a young girl came to our gate and 
asked to come in.  She began to tell us of 
her life and how she had been abused for 
a long time.  This child became the first 
child we cared for until she became an 
adult.  Since then many children have 
come through S/Arms  and  the need only 
gets greater.  Over time we brought a 

piece of land and erected a building that 
would become our own facility for the 
children and give them the security they 
deserved.  What makes it all worthwhile is 
seeing a child come to us with all their 
needs and leaving with a knowledge they 
can make it on their own in life and 
contribute to society positively.  When they 
say we no longer need you we have done 
our job. The journey has had many ups 
and downs but along the way many 
wonderful people have opened their hearts 
to help in so many ways.  Our vision is to 
extend beyond the orphanage in Bohol 
and start another facility in neighbouring 
Cebu City.  For 2 years we have worked in 
this city to help the downtrodden and 
needy through teaching business models, 
carrying out many small medical 
operations and financially supporting many 
children.  Next year we aim to open a day 
care and elementary facility to teach local 
children from the poorer families.  The 
dream to have our own medical centre 
remains a strong focus of our vision and 
we look forward to the day this will be 
realised. The vision for S/Arms was 
established many years ago and like a 
puzzle each piece is coming together as 
people capture the same vision.  Having a 
strong focus on building self sufficiency 
continually challenges us. The greatest 
challenge we face in my view is to remain 
solid and focussed on why we do this.  In 
a world where sacrifice is not a path many 
want to follow thank God for the privilege 
that we can help make a difference to 
those less fortunate than us.  Without you, 
as our partners and supporters, we 
couldn't do what we do. Well done friends 
you have made a difference. 
 
God bless you all,  Martin 
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Will you contribute to the start up fund 
for the pork raising venture at S/Arms. 
You can contribute to Shepherd’s Arms 
account (ASB - A/C name: Shepherds 
Arms Foundation- 12 3223 0035597 00) 
directly through online banking.  Please 
also send Martin and Amy a brief email 
advising of your gift 
ma12lamb@yahoo.com  
 
Cris and Marcy Share 
1.   Because our goat numbers are 
increasing we are building a new house for 
them. The boys are very busy working on 
it. This kind of house is diagonal in shape. 

Pastor Cris, the engineer is very creative. 

 
2.   We have already harvested most of 
our vegetables. The girls cultivate and  
plant new vegetables such as red 
mongoes, string beans, spices, corn and 
root crops. 

               
3.  Only this week we bought a pair of 
turkeys (male and female) we enjoy taking 
care of them 

 

4.  The girls new dormitory is almost 
finished. Only tiles for flooring, toilet 
accessories, windows, and doors are 
lacking. The children are very excited to 
have the new rooms. Thank you so much 
for helping us. 

   
 

A Letter From Robenson Roa 
Hi I am Robenson Roa, 12 years young 
and a grade six pupil in elementary school. 
I am happy to live at S/Arms  because I 
feel safe and can finish my study. I am the 
youngest child in my family.  Because my 
father died last March my mother decided 
to send me to S/Arms to have a good 
future. I do my best  to get high grades so 
your help will not be in vain. Thank you so 
much. 

 

 
Sponsorship Support 
Would you prayerfully consider whether 
you could provide the sponsorship of 
$30.00 per month to meet the cost of a 
child’s care or talk to a friend who might 
also consider this as a possibility. Ideally 
we look for 2 sponsors for each child.  Just 
email Jin and Fern Phoon at 
info.shepherdsarms@gmail.com if this is 
something you can become involved in. 

 

Prayer Needs 
1. Good health-  Pastor Cris, high blood 

pressure and diabetes 
2. Completion of the building 
3. Projects- Piggery, Poultry, Fishpond, 

Garden  
6.   Successful study for the children 
7.   Daily needs  
8.   Martin and Amy
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